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SBM Young Ambassadors  

hitting the right note  
The Young Ambassadors showed off 

their singing talents this June by 

recording two special songs to cele-

brate Stand-by-me.  

The group visited One2One Record-

ing studios in Knebworth to record 

their own version of the Ben E. King 

classic Stand by me as well as a 

cover of Bill Withers’ Lean on Me. 

The afternoon kicked off with a 

quick popstar photoshoot, before 

heading into the studio to record the 

songs. 

The songs were chosen by the 

Young Ambassadors as the perfect 

way to capture the message of 

warmth and support that Stand-by-

me is all about. 

 
                

September 2019 

It has been another busy 
year for our team of volun-
teers.  
 
We already have our first 4 
groups of the year under 
our belts, which means we 
have already supported over 
40 children in 2019, with 
another 3 groups still to run 
during the Autumn/Winter 
term. 

I 
n this edition of our news-

letter we cover the fantas-

tic progress made by the 

Contact-me Project. By 

listening to what the children 

and young people tell us they 

need, we have been able to 

work with schools  and share 

the expertise of our wonderful 

Stand-by-me team. 

We also have an update on the 

work our Young Ambassadors 

have been doing, as well as 

news of our new partnership 

with Dove Release specialists, 

Angel Wings. 

P.S: Look out for our shiny 

new website due to 

launch later this year 
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We would like to welcome our latest 
group of volunteers who all joined us 
this spring and made a wonderful start. 

Susan, Bobbi, Kelly, Jane and Lauren 
have all completed their initial training 
and we know they will be fantastic new 
additions to our team. 

Supporters’ Newsletter   

 

Follow us on our new Facebook page: 

@Stand-by-me children’s bereavement support 

To find out more about our groups and 

availability email: info@stand-by-me.org.uk 

With thanks to all our supporters including:  



Contact-me: Off to a flying start 

S 
tatistics show that 1 in 

29 school-aged chil-

dren have experienced 

the loss of a parent or 

sibling. That’s one in every 

class, on average. 

The children and young people 

who attend our groups told us 

they wanted more long-term 

support at school. They said 

they needed to know that at 

least one person in school will 

not forget their loss after just a 

few weeks. 

So, last autumn, following a 

successful pilot, Stand-by-me 

launched its ground-breaking 

Contact-me project, a pro-

gramme for schools designed 

to help them support bereaved 

children and young people in 

their care. 

The programme gives children 

the opportunity to nominate a 

trusted adult in their school 

who can be there for them 

when they feel down, who can 

support them if things get diffi-

cult and who can remember 

special anniversaries. 

A fantastic start 

In order to spread the word 

about this exciting new pro-

gramme we held a series of in-

formation events to introduce 

schools to the programme and 

to help answer some of their 

questions about children’s grief. 

These sessions have been ex-

tremely successful and we now 

have over 50 schools in North 

Herts and Stevenage who have 

signed up to the programme.  

Expert support 

The Contact-me project has 

been created to provide schools 

with a structured way of sup-

porting bereaved pupils within 

their existing resources but 

supported by the professional 

expertise of Stand-by-me. 

Contact-me was designed by a 

former Headteacher and now 

Stand-be-me Trustee, Keith 

Wadsworth. Earlier in his career 

several young pupils  in his 

charge were bereaved and he 

wanted to ensure that each of 

them had someone in school 

they could go to when needed. 

Keith explains: “At a time when 

they are dealing with all sorts 

of other issues in their lives - 

establishing their own identi-

ties, forming new relationships 

of different types, worrying 

about exams and their futures 

and creating a new family 

structure without their father or 

mother or sibling, they need 

someone in school who remem-

bers.” 

All Contact-me schools also 

benefit from the experience and 

expertise of the Stand-by-me 

Clinical team. 

The service that listens 

As with everything we do at 

Stand-by-me, Contact-me has 

been developed in direct re-

sponse to what the children and 

young people we work with tell 

us they need. By giving schools 

across North Herts and Steven-

age the opportunity to sign up, 

Contact-me has the potential to 

make a real difference to the 

lives of young people who suf-

fer the loss of a parent or a sib-

ling and help them look forward 

to a more positive future. 
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Hitchin Rotary Clubs  

have (for 1 academic 

year), very generously 

provided sponsorship  

for schools in the area 

to join Contact-me free 

of charge, enabling us 

to grow  from 12 to 54 

schools who are now 

participating in the 

programme. 



Hitchin Hard Half 

Stand-by-me was chosen to be the main 

beneficiary of this year’s Hitchin Hard Half 

Marathon by Rotary Clubs of Hitchin. 

The event on 23rd June kicked off from 

Hitchin Priory and saw over 500 runners 

taking part in the race. 

Stand-by-me Young Ambassadors took 

charge of the Kids’ Fun Run, handing out 

medals and certificates to those energetic 

youngsters who took part. 
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Dove releases 
We are delighted to be 

working with Angel 

Wings, a Stevenage- 

based company 

specialising in Dove 

releases.  

 

The children and 

young people 

attending our groups 

have the opportunity 

to release white doves 

in memory of their 

special person.  

 

Project Manager, 

Karen Stanton said, 

“From feedback we 

received, we took the 

decision to move away 

from releasing 

balloons due the 

environmental impact. 

The dove releases 

have since been a 

huge success with 

families, and are a 

wonderful way for the 

children and young 

people to make 

meaningful 

memories.” 

Greg Simpson—Angel Wings 

 YA News  
As always, the Young Ambassadors 

have been a busy bunch, working 

hard to raise the profile of Stand-by-

me as well as supporting the other 

children and young people who attend 

our groups.  

In December the YAs planned and or-

ganised a Christmas party for all our 

current groups with plenty of food and 

festive fun. 

Our YAs work hard throughout the 

year, so the YA Bowling night was a 

great chance to get together, enjoy 

some team bonding and relax togeth-

er as a team. 

As one of our longest serving YAs, 

Owen was invited to speak at the 

2019 HCBN Conference about his own 

experiences of bereavement. We were 

all impressed by his confidence and 

ability to speak so eloquently in front 

of a large crowd.  

James tees off for SBM 

Our newest Young 

Ambassador, James, 

organised a charity 

golf tournament in 

memory of his Dad 

and to raise money 

for Stand-by-me. 

James told us: “My Daddy loved golf and I 

wanted to have a day that celebrated his love 

of golf and that he could be proud of us all.  

“Stand-by-Me has helped me believe in myself 

more and think I can do things I never thought 

I could do, so I wanted to raise as much mon-

ey as I could for them. We raised £3440 

through the golf, raffles and auctions held on 

the day.“ 

Now he is looking forward to his new role as a 

Young Ambassador. 

“I want to become a Young Ambassador as 

Stand-by-Me has helped me so much, so I 

want to help them and young children who 

have been through an experience just like me.”  



Rotary 

Clubs 

of 
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& 

Royston 
We would particularly like 

to thank: 

St Christopher’s 

School 

  

Angel 
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Hitchin 

Youth 

Trust 

Clare and 

James 

Best 

Chennery’s 

funeral  

directors 

Hobo Jack 

  

If you or a family you know would like help or support from Stand-by-me you can: 

• Visit our website at: www.stand-by-me.org.uk 

• Email info@stand-by-me.org.uk 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer supporter please email info@stand-by-me.org.uk for    

further information. 

Austin’s 

Funeral 

Directors 

Stonehill 

School 
Whitehill 

Junior 

School 

The 

Warren 

We are so grateful to all the friends and supporters of Stand-by-me for their 

generous support. Because of you we are able to help even more bereaved children, 

young people and their families in North Herts and Stevenage look forward to a  

more positive future.  


